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It	is	for	you,	Citizens	Directors,	to	turn	from	over	our	heads	the	storm,	which	the	
eternal	enemies	of	our	liberty	are	preparing	in	the	shades	of	silence.	It	is	for	you	to	
enlighten	the	legislature;	it	is	for	you	to	prevent	the	enemies	of	the	present	system	
from	spreading	themselves	on	our	unfortunate	shores	to	[stain]	it	with	new	crimes.	
Do	not	allow	our	brothers,	our	friends,	to	be	sacrificed	to	men	who	wish	to	reign	
over	the	ruins	of	the	[people].	But	no,	your	wisdom	will	enable	you	to	avoid	the	
dangerous	snares	which	our	common	enemies	hold	out	for	you....		
	
I	send	you	with	this	letter	a	declaration	which	will	acquaint	you	with	the	unity	that	
exists	between	the	[owners]	of	San	Domingo	who	are	in	France,	those	in	the	United	
States,	and	those	who	serve	under	the	English	banner.	You	will	see	there	a	
resolution,	[only	one	possible	meaning]	and	carefully	constructed,	for	the	
restoration	of	slavery;	you	will	see	there	that	their	determination	to	succeed	has	led	
them	to	[wrap	or	cover]	themselves	in	the	mantle	of	[freedom]	in	order	to	strike	it	
more	deadly	blows.	You	will	see	that	they	are	counting	heavily	on	my	[satisfaction]	
in	lending	myself	to	their	[deceitful]	views	by	my	fear	for	my	children…		
	
I	shall	never	hesitate	between	the	safety	of	San	Domingo	and	my	personal	
happiness;	but	I	have	nothing	to	fear.	It	is	to	the	[care]	of	the	French	Government	
that	I	have	confided	my	children....	Do	they	think	that	men	who	have	been	able	to	
enjoy	the	blessing	of	[freedom]	will	calmly	see	it	snatched	away?	They	supported	
their	chains	only	so	long	as	they	did	not	know	any	condition	of	life	more	happy	than	
that	of	slavery.	But	to‐day	when	they	have	left	it,	if	they	had	a	thousand	lives	they	
would	sacrifice	them	all	rather	than	be	forced	into	slavery	again.	But	no,	the	same	
hand,	which	has	broken	our	chains,	will	not	enslave	us	[again].	France	will	not	[take	
back]	her	principles;	she	will	not	withdraw	from	us	the	greatest	of	her	benefits.	She	
will	protect	us	against	all	our	enemies;	she	will	not	permit	her	[character]	to	be	
[distorted],	those	principles,	which	do	her	most	honor	to	be	destroyed,	her	most	
beautiful	achievement	to	be	[reduced]…	But	if,	to	re‐establish	slavery	in	San	
Domingo,	this	was	done,	then	I	declare	to	you	it	would	be	to	attempt	the	impossible:	
we	have	known	how	to	face	dangers	to	obtain	our	liberty;	we	shall	know	how	to	
brave	death	to	maintain	it.		
	
This,	Citizens	Directors,	is	the	morale	of	the	people	of	San	Domingo;	those	are	the	
principles	that	they	transmit	to	you	by	me.		
	
Source:	François	Dominique	Toussaint	L'Ouverture,	Letter,	in	C.	L.	R.	James,	The	
Black	Jacobins,	2d	ed.	(New	York:	Vintage	Books,	1963),	195‐197.	
	
	
	 	



Sources	B	and	C:	Lesson	1	
Student	Copy		
	
Source	B:		
1791	March	24.		
"Their	islands,	but	most	particularly	St.	Domingue	and	Martinique	are	involved	in	a	
horrid	civil	war.	Nothing	can	be	more	distressing	than	the	situation	of	the	
inhabitants,	as	their	slaves	have	been	called	into	action,	and	are	a	terrible	engine,	
absolutely	[uncontrollable]...An	army	and	fleet	from	France	are	expected	every	hour	
to	[stop	the	rebellion]."[3]	
	
1791	August	30.		
"The	[information]	which	continues	to	arrive	from	S.	Domingo	increases	the	alarms	
here.	It	is	probably	much	exaggerated	[sic]	by	the	different	parties	for	different	
purposes,	but	is	in	reality	bad	enough.	The	troops	there	have	taken	side	with	the	
white	inhabitants	who	are	unanimously	against	the	decree	in	favor	of	the	gens	de	
couleur.	The	[supplies]	intended	to	be	sent	there	so	long	ago	have	[been	held	up]‐‐
others	named	have	set	out…	the	assembly	determined	(a	few	days	ago)	that	their	
departure	should	be	suspended	until	the	colonial	committee	should	have	made	their	
report	on	the	late	troubles."[7]	
	
1791	September	8.		
"A	new	and	alarming	[violent	situation]	has	taken	place	on	this	devoted	island.	
About	the	23d.	of	August.	A	[revolt]	among	the	negroes	took	place	at	Lembay…	they	
have	burned	and	laid	waste	all	the	Plantations.	Their	whole	plan	is	marked	with	
bitter	[feeling]	for	former	injuries	and	the	cry	of	["human	rights"]	is	echoed	
[through]	their	camp.	They	still	continue	their	[plundering;	robbery]	and	
Government,	for	want	of	regular	troops	is	unable	to	act	offensively	against	them,	
and	I	fear	it	will	be	a	long	contest,	and	ruinous	to	the	property	of	the	Island.	The	
[rich	land]	which	fronts	this	City	and	which	perhaps	had	not	a	parallel	on	the	Globe	
for	the	rich	luxuriance	of	its	soil,	elegance	of	its	Buildings	and	the	various	
decorations	of	art	that	the	highly	cultivated	taste	of	its	[wealthy;	rich]	[owners]	had	
given	to	it,	is	now	again	but	a	barren	waste...Here	we	have	a	lively	instance	of	the	
[destructive]	effects	of	Slavery,	and	I	wish	that	America	might	add	another	[branch]	
to	her	wreath	of	Fame,	by	leading	the	way	to	a	general	emancipation."[9]	
	
1791	October	27.		
"All	of	France	is	dismayed	by	the	recent	arrival	of	news	of	the	[‘disaster	of	St.	
Domingue”.]	
	
1792	March	10.		
"Indeed	our	wishes	are	[courteous]	to	the	reestablishment	of	peace	and	[trade]	in	
those	colonies,	and	to	give	such	[proof]	of	our	good	faith	both	to	them	and	the	
mother	country,	as	to	[end]	all	that	jealousy	which	might	oppose	itself	to	the	free	
exchange	of	our	[common]	productions	so	essential	to	the	[success]	of	those	
colonies	and	to	the	[maintain]	of	our	Agricultural	interests.	This	is	our	true	interest	



and	our	true	object,	and	we	have	no	reason	to	[hide]	views	so	justifiable,	[though]	
the	expression	of	them	may	require	that	the	occasions	be	proper	and	the	terms	
chosen	with	delicacy."[19	
	
Source:	http://www.monticello.org	
	
Source	C:	
Year:	1793	
“St.	Domingo	has	expelled	all	its	whites,	has	given	freedom	to	all	its	blacks	and	
colored	people,	and	seems	now	to	have	taken	its	ultimate	form,	and	that	to	which	all	
of	the	West	Indian	islands	must	come.”	
	
Source:	www.digitalhistory.uh.edu	
	
	
	
		
	
	
	



Source	D:	Lesson	1	
Student	Copy	

November	18,	1801	
Citizen	General:		
…We	are	sending	there	Citizen	Leclerc,	our	brother‐in‐law,	in	his	[respect]	as	
General	to	serve	as	first	magistrate	of	the	colony	[Saint	Domingue].	He	is	
accompanied	by	a	[large]	force	in	order	to	ensure	the	respect	of	the	sovereignty	of	
the	French	people…	
	
We	hold	you	in	[high	value],	and	we	are	happy	to	recognize	and	proclaim	the	great	
service	that	you	have	[provided]	the	French	people.	If	its	banner	flies	over	Saint‐
Domingue	it	is	to	you	and	the	brave	blacks	that	this	is	owed.		
	
Called	by	your	talents	and	the	force	of	circumstances	to	the	leading	position	of	
command,	you	have	done	away	with	civil	war,	put	a	brake	on	the	persecution	by	
several	[fierce]	men,	and	returned	to	its	place	of	honor	the	cult	of	God,	from	which	
everything	[flows	out].		
	
The	constitution	you	made,	while	including	many	good	things,	contains	some	that	
are	[against]	the	dignity	and	[royalty]	of	the	French	people,	of	which	Saint‐
Dominigue	forms	only	a	[part].		
	
The	circumstances	in	which	you	found	yourself,	surrounded	on	all	sides	by	enemies	
without	the	[mother	country]	being	able	to	either	[help]	or	[gain	food	supplies;	
provisions]	you,	rendered	articles	of	that	constitution	[lawful]	that	otherwise	would	
not	be.	But	today,	when	the	circumstances	have	changed	for	the	better,	you	should	
be	the	first	to	render	[respect]	to	the	[royalty]	of	the	nation	that	counts	you	among	
its	most	illustrious	citizens	thanks	to	the	services	you	have	rendered	it	and	by	the	
talents	and	the	force	of	character	with	which	nature	has	graced	you.	A	contrary	
conduct	would	be	[incapable]	with	the	idea	we	have	conceived	of	you.	It	would	have	
you	lose	the	many	rights	to	recognition	and	the	benefits	of	the	republic,	and	would	
dig	beneath	your	feet	a	[situation	of	great	peril]	which,	in	swallowing	you	up,	could	
contribute	to	the	misfortune	of	those	brave	blacks	whose	courage	we	love,	and	
whose	rebellion	we	would,	with	difficulty,	be	[forced]	to	be	punished.		
	
We	have	made	known	to	your	children	and	their	tutor	the	sentiments	that	animate	
us.	We	are	returning	them	to	you…	
	
And	General,	think	that	if	you	are	the	first	of	your	color	to	have	arrived	at	such	a	
great	power,	and	to	have	so	distinguished	himself	for	his	bravery	and	military	
talents,	you	are	also	before	God	and	ourselves	principally	responsible	for	the	
conduct	of	the	people	of	Saint‐Domingue…	
 
Source:	Schoelcher,	Victor	(1889).	Vie	de	Toussaint	Louverture.	Paris:	Paul	
Ollendorf.	(Available	online:	Google	books)	1882	reprint:	Karthala.	Paris	ISBN	2‐
86537‐043‐7	
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Napoleon	Bonaparte	Explains	the	Need	to	Sell	
Louisiana	to	the	United	States,	1803	
	
I	know	the	full	value	of	Louisiana,	and	I	have	been	desirous	of	[getting	it	back	from	
Spain].	A	few	lines	of	a	treaty	have	restored	it	to	me...		But	if	it	escapes	from	me,	it	
shall	one	day	cost	dearer	to	those	who	[command]	me	to	strip	myself	of	it	than	to	
those	to	whom	I	wish	to	deliver	it.		The	English	have	successively	taken	from	France,	
Canada,	Cape	Breton,	Newfoundland,	Nova	Scotia,	and	the	richest	portions	of	Asia.	
They	shall	not	have	the	Mississippi	which	they	[desire].		Louisiana	is	nothing	in	
comparison	with	their	conquests	in	all	parts	of	the	globe,	and	yet	the	jealousy	they	
feel	at	the	restoration	of	this	colony	to	the	[royalty]	of	France,	acquaints	me	with	
their	wish	to	take	possession	of	it,	and	it	is	thus	that	they	will	begin	the	war.		They	
have	twenty	ships	of	war	in	the	Gulf	of	Mexico,	they	sail	over	those	seas	as	
sovereigns...The	conquest	of	Louisiana	would	be	easy,	if	they	only	took	the	trouble	
to	make	a	descent	there.		I	have	not	a	moment	to	lose	in	putting	it	out	of	their	reach.		
I	know	not	whether	they	are	not	already	there.		It	is	their	usual	course,	and	if	I	had	
been	in	their	place,	I	would	not	have	waited.		I	wish,	if	there	is	still	time,	to	take	from	
them	any	idea	that	they	may	have	of	ever	possessing	that	colony.		I	think	of	
[surrendering]	it	to	the	United	States.	I	can	scarcely	say	that	I	[surrender]	it	to	them,	
for	it	is	not	yet	in	our	possession.		If,	however,	I	leave	the	least	time	to	our	enemies,	I	
shall	only	transmit	an	empty	title	to	those	republicans	whose	friendship	I	seek.		
They	only	ask	of	me	one	town	in	Louisiana,	but	I	already	consider	the	colony	as	
entirely	lost,	and	it	appears	to	me	that	in	the	hands	of	this	growing	power,	it	will	be	
more	useful	to	the	policy	and	even	to	the	[trade	and	business]	of	France,	than	if	I	
should	attempt	to	keep	it.	.	.		
	
I	[formally	give	up]	Louisiana...It	is	not	only	New	Orleans	that	I	will	[surrender],	it	is	
the	whole	colony	without	any	reservation.	I	[formally	give	up]	[the	land]	with	the	
greatest	regret.		To	attempt	[stubbornly]	to	retain	it	would	be	[foolish].		I	direct	you	
to	negotiate	this	affair	with	the	[representatives]	of	the	United	States.		Do	not	even	
await	the	arrival	of	Mr.	Monroe:		have	an	interview	this	very	day	with	Mr.	
Livingston;	but	I	require	a	great	deal	of	money	for	this	war,	and	I	would	not	like	to	
[begin]	it	with	new	contributions.		For	a	hundred	years	France	and	Spain	have	been	
[acquiring]	expenses	for	improvements	in	Louisiana,	[but	never	made	a	profit].		
Large	sums,	which	will	never	be	returned	to	the	treasury,	have	been	lent	to	
companies	and	my	terms,	according	to	the	value	of	these	[large]	regions	to	the	
United	States...		I	will	be	moderate,	in	consideration	of	the	necessity	in	which	I	am	of	
making	a	sale.		But	keep	this	to	yourself.		I	want	fifty	millions	and	for	less	than	that	
sum	I	will	not	treat...I	require	money	to	make	war	on	the	richest	nation	in	the	
world…		
	
This	document	can	be	found	in	Barbe	Marbois,	The	History	of	Louisiana	
(Philadelphia:	Carey	&	Lea,	1830),	pp.	263‐264,		274‐275,	276,	312.	



	


